
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE#
ADMIRAL DLTONT'S A'l TACK ON CHARLESTON.

The "Stimcrs Court of Inquiry" Laving ad-
journed, it is no longer necessary to keep back a

report of such of the proceedings as may intorest
the public. The subject immediately beforo the
Court was a personal difference between Admiral

Jjupoot and Chief Engineer Stimeru. in investi¬

gation if, however, several important facts as to
the value of our iron-clad vessels were elkited, and
we copy from the New York Times a report of the
evidence relating to them. It may not be out of
place to say, ttot nearly all the professional testi¬
mony given collaborates the views of Captains
Drayton tnd Worden, the only witness materially
diffciiug from them being a gentleman of the press.
Annexed is the most interesting portion of the
record:

Thursday, June 11, 1863.
Opt. J< bn L. Worden, who commanded the original

MotiKir tu her fi^it with the M-riimac. was examined.
TESTIMONY OF CAPT. WOKDEN.

Que4i« n. Were you engaged in the attack on the bat¬
teries and forts at Charleston, South Carolina, on the 7th
day of April, 1863 ?
Answer. 1 w««, commanding the United StaUs iron¬

clad steamer Mnutauk.
Q Who nt th* time was the Commander-in Chief of

the SfUtb Blockading .Squadron ; and who was tbe com¬

mander of tbe uaval Soiree that made the attack on
Charleston ?

A. Hear Admiral S. F Dupont.
Q. Do you know Chief Engineer Alban £. Stimers and

if yea. bow long have you known him ?
A. 1 do know him, and have known him about two

years.
<^. Have you ever said to Mr. Stimer* that tha attack

on the 7 th of April, 1*03, ought to have been renewed, or

word* to that effect ?
A. No, sir; never.

y Lid you not everstate to Mr.Stimers that theiroo-clad
vessels eunhgrd in making tbe attack on tbe farts at
Charleston on the 7th of April, 1863, were in fit condition
to renew the attack, or words to that effect ?
A No, sir, I never said any thing of the kind; I only

know that my vessel was iu condition to renew the attack
if ordered to do to; but I never made that statement to
Mr. Stimers that I recol'ect.

<^. Did you ever say to Mr. Stimers, or in his presence,
that tbe commanders of the said iron-clad vessels were,
after the attack aforesaid, hot for renewing the engage¬
ment or words to that effect?

A. N.i, sir; never.
Wt-re, or not, the Monitors or iron-clad vessels, in as

got d cot dition on Wednesday, the 8th day of April, 1863,
alter they had undergone some rlight repairs, to renew
th'« nttack as they Lad been to-commence it on the day be¬
fore /

A. I didn't know any tbiog about the coudition of the
other ves-els from my own observation; it was reported
by tbe commanders of s<me of them that their vessels
v\eie very considerably damaged.that some of their guns
were disnb ed; the impression left upon my mind was that
thf y were out in a condition to renew the attack next day ;
1 am convinced, however, that with the battering they had
received they could not have been in as good condition,
alter repairs, to resist shot as they were before they went
into tbe . ugngement on tbe 7th ; every shot received by a

\ es-rl of that description must weaken her to a greater or
lrss degree, and render her less capable of resisting shot.
I might cay, however, that I went aboard the Weehawken
for a very few moments; I did not examine her critically; (it
was within a day or two after tbe fight;) she had received
h shot on tbe side upper works.the side armor.wh'ch
Lad penetrated tbe five thicknesses of iron and stripped
th« m off, leaving the wood bsck^ng bare; and also a shot
which h .d penetrated through the armor of tbe deck, and
purtially broken through the wood ; and the jacket of her
smokestack had been penetrated by a shot; I mean by the
jacket the impregnable part of tbe smoke stack; these are
ail the it juries I examined, as fur as she was concerned ;
she had received other shot, which hfcd affected othi-r parts
of her aiiuor somewhat, but not so decidedly as thoce I
have mentioned.
Q Had the injuries to the Weehawken which you enu

rnerale been repaired at the time you were on board of
her 7

A. No, sir; I think not
Q. Was or not the attack made on the forts aud batte¬

ries of Chartecton ou the 7ih of April last au earnest one T
A. Very decidedly, I should say.
Q. Could or not, in your opinion, the monitors have

gone into Charleston in spite of gun*, torpedoes, and ob
atructions, either on the 7th day of April last, or ou the
following day, hud the attick been renewed 7

A. I think not, sir.
Q. Htate if you know any reason why the attack of the

?th of April, 1*63, on the forts of Charleston should not
have been r. newed on the 8 h ?

A. I am and was of the opinion that a renewal of the
attack on the 8.h would have been likely to have resulted
in a very serious disaste- to the iron clads. After feeling
the weight of the enemy's fire on the 7th, and locking at
the obstructions, which were of a very form dable char¬
acter, I thought that any attempt to break through the
obstructions would haie got the propellers of the ships
involved in the net-works it was known the enemy hid
there; thrj would have become ur.m-inigeable and so in¬
jured by t' rpe J< en that they would have sunk in the har¬
bor or have fal'eu into the enemy's hands; and I did not
think the rink of such a disaster was justifiable under the
circumstances; rebel iron-clids were lying behind the
obstructions; any of our vessels that had become disabled
would have been exposed to attack from them.

Q. Did Hear Admiral Dupont do or i-ay a.»y thing which
led ><>u to think he was prejud c d aga nst them on the
7th of April list ! If yes, relate what he then said or did
which led you to think him prejudiced against them.
A. He has never said or done any thing which would

lead m>- to believe he had any prejudice against them
Q. Were or w>re not the various commanders of the

iron-clads engaged in the attack of the 7th of April last
called together on board the Ironsides on the '"th of April
last by Admiral Dupont for any purpose?

A, They were not, to my knowledge
Qantioa by the accused. You have stated that upon the

s de armor of the Weehawken the shot had penetrated
tbr. ugh all the five inch plates, expiring the wooden
backing, will >ou please state wtie'.her you observed par¬
ticularly wi ether more than one shot had struck so near
this torn place as t<> have had an effect upon it, and will
you explein how near the top of the vessel this shot or
shots stiuck, and whether, in your opinion, another shot
sta king the name place would have penetrated the ves¬
sel 7

I did n< t e tht t there was more than ore shot; I
supposed it to be the effort of only one shot, without ex¬
amining criticaly; it 'truck Dear the top of the side ar¬

mor near the deck ; I do not think another shot striking
on the same place w< u'd have penrtraud, it would net
have broken through the side of the vessel ; the parts are

too well braced ; it would have prob.bly penetrated suf¬
ficiently to have torn up the deck plating to a considera¬
ble extent.

Question by the accu»ed. Was there any informal meet¬
ing of the c< muiander* of the iron-clads on board the Ad¬
miral's vessel on the evening of April 7 7 If yea, did said
comnihtiders report verbally to the Admiral the geueral
condition ol their several vessels 7

A. Tlere was no iqeetug of the commanders of the
iroc-claii* in a body ; I went on board myself to report
the condition of my sli p, and 1 think I met some of the
commanders of the iron-clad# who were there for the same

purpose; I merely stale I the conditii n of my ship, and I
suppose the others did the same.

Friiiay, Ji mp. J2j
EdWard Mars, coppersmith and engineer, a pa»senger

on the Ar go with Mr. fctimers, gave some important tes¬
timony.

Saturday, Jt re 13.
Capt. Percival Drayton, commander of the iron-clad

Passaic in the attack on Charleston, was examined.
TKXTIMONV OF f'APT. DRAYTON.

D-> you know Chief Engineer Stimera, and if yea,
bow long have you known him 7

A. About six months.
Q. Did jou ever say to Chief Engineer Rtimers that

the at'ack on the forts and batteries on Charleston Har¬
bor, msde on the 7th of April, 1H63, ought to have been
renew* d, or words to that effect 7
A. No

Did you ever say to Chief Engineer Stimera that the
iron-clad vessel* engaged in making the attack aforesaid
were in a fit condition to renew the attack, or words to
that effect 7
A. No.
y Did you ever say to Chief Engineer 8t,mers, or in

his presence and bearing, that the commanders of said
in n clad vessels, after the attack aforesaid, were hot for
renew ri« the engagement, or words to that effVct?
A No.
V Wrri or were not the iron-clads in as good condition

on Wednesday, the 8tb day of April, ItMlS, after tley had
soru» slight repairs, to renew the attack as they had been
to commence it the day before 7

A. Very !ar, i: deed, from it.
Could the Monitors, on the 7th day of April, 1863,

ha\e gone into Charleston in spite of guns, torpedoes, arid
obstructions, or oU Wednesday, the 8th, had the attack
been renewed 7
A 1 think not; certainly not, according to my opinion.(J H«ve you ever heard Rear Admiral Dupont say, or

has be. to your ki.owledg.,ever done any thing to lead you
to think that he was prejudiced aga nst the Monitors on
the 7th day of April, WW
A No; no-hit,g to show that be was prejudiced ; I do

not tfekk be bad a h.gh opinion of them ; he could not have

bed a very high opinion alter my reports to hluiaelf ami
tbe Navy l;epartmeut, «u welt an the report* of moat uf
tbe other Captain* before tbe fight.
Q Was or not the attack made ou tbe fort* and batte¬

ries at Charleston on the 7ih of April, 1663, au eaineat
on* T
A. Thoroughly.
<V Did the iron-clad Paseaic, of which you bad com¬

mand, receive any, aud it ao, what injuriea during the at¬
tack ot the 7th of April aforesaid ?
A She did receive many injuries. The three principal

«>nea were: the disabling of tbe J1 inch gun by a shot on
the turret, which bulged tbe turret in and jammed the oar-
rmge in such a way that it took tweoty four hour* to get it
iuto a couditiou to work ; another ahot broke olf a piece of
the ring under the turret, which waa caught in some of
the machinery aud stopped the turret for some time, and
caused it to uoik badly for some time after; a third shot
tuanhed iu tbe pilot house aud forced up the cover some
three inches, so an to lay open the inside to shot and ren¬
der tbe p sitiou of those who were managing the ship one
of consult rable exposure, as tbey were to a certain extent
uncovered. A nnmber of other shot* were received on the
turret, aide armor, aud other parts of the veasel. These
were the ouly ones that were serious.

Q. Do you know why the attack of the 7th waa not re¬
newed ?
A. I have always understood that the iron-clads were

uot in a couditiou to renew.
Q. Did you at any time after the engagement of the 7th

of April make a report to Rear Admiral Dupont ef the
condition of your vessel? If yea, when did you make
such report?

A. 1 made a verbal one in his presence on the evening of
the eugNgeu;eut, and a written one a dsy or two after.
Q. Did you ever bear Rear Admiral Dupont say any

thiug, or have you observed him do any thing, which led
you to infer that he waa uuwilliug to give the Monitora a
fair trial in the attack on Charleston ?

A. Never; quite the coutrary.
Q. Do yeu kuow any thing further respecting the ape-

cificatious of charges made by Admiral Dupont against
Ctiief Engineer Stimers ? If yea, state the tame aa fully
as though you had been particularly interrogated thereto.

A. 1 did not hear any of the remarks said to have been
made about the Arago, and I think I hav* nothing further
to say.

Q. Have you any reason to believe, from any thing said
or done in your presence by Admiral Dupont, that the
failure of Admiral Dupont to renew the attack of the 7th
of April, 1863, on the forts at Charleston waa owing to
any prejudice on his part against the Monitora ?
A. No, I haven't.
Question by tbe accused. From what direction would a

ahot neoessarily have oome to have entered the pilot-house
of the Passaic atter the cover had been raised three inches
on one aide, as y»u have described.

A. A horizontal shot, nearly,I think, would have knocked
the cover i ff, and I think a nearly horizontal shot would
have entered ; it might have gone in in pieces, and it might
have entered whole.that is, if the ahot had atruck from
above; I mean nearly horizontal with the cover.

THE KENTUCKY PLATFORM.

The importance of the position which, in the evenly
balanced state of parties, the delegation lrom Kentucky
are likely to hold in the next House of Representatives,
gives interest to the political complexion of the members
elect from that State, who, with the exception of Qen.
Green Clay Smith, elected from the Covington district,
and perhaps a single other member, belong to what is
called the " Union Democracy." As we have elsewhere
explained, the position of the " Union Democracy" of
Keutucky is substantially identical with that of the North¬
ern Democrat* who are represented by Governor Sey
mour, of New York. Some misapprehension as to (he
views of the " Kentucky Union Democracy" has doubtless
arisen from what purports to be a speech made by Gen.
Bramlet'.e, their candidate for Governor, as reported in a

Republican paper of Cincinnati. The accuracy of tbat
report was immediately discredited by Gen. Bramlette,
who, in a letter under date of last July 3d, sddressed t<>
the journal in which this incorrect versiou of his remark*
originally appeared, thus restated his position and that of
the paity he represented:
" I am made to say, in reference to the war policy of

the Administration: 'While Kentucky expressed no opin¬
ions, either dissenting from or appnmrg these measures,'
Ac. At Carlisle, and in every speech made by me els«-
where. I stated, with all the point and distinctness I could,
that the ' Union Democracy' of Kentucky condemned, in
the strongest terms, all the radical measures of the war

policy of the Administration, and were pledged to use* all
peaceful and legitimate means to correct them ; that they
held the Government to be right, and the best Government
in the world, aud that it should not be overthrown because
of any obnoxious measures or policy of any Administra¬
tion. That they hold that there is a marked distinction
between any Administration of the Government and the
Government itself. The one is transient.of short dura¬
tion, and may be all wrong; the other was formed 'to
endure forever," and is all right.
"I have said in every speech, without exception, and I

have been particu'ar so to do, that I gave my full and un
reserved assent to the plttform of the ' Union Democracy'
adopted at Louisville, iu convention assembled, on the Ibth
of March last.

" I have in every speech sought to impress the public
mind that if we failed to correct these evils through the
medium of the ballot box, which was uncertain in our

present condition, we would sweep away emancipation,
confiscation, negro regiments, and all other like measure*,
by carrying out our second resolution; by 'crushing the
present cautelets and wicked rebellion' and ' restoring
the National authority over all the revolted bUtes.' That
crushing the rebellion would end the war. and sweep away
all war measures; that this ia a certain remedy ; that
'crushing' the rebellion would restore the Constitution in
its full vital action over all the States and Terri'ories, and
thus put an end to all war measures and war policies.

" Again, I am made to say, in reference to the Presi¬
dent's emancipation proclamation: 'All Territories were

excepted where it could not be used to effect some useful
purpose in suppressing the rebellion,' and, ' for my part, I
would say, if emancipation will effect any thing down
there, to ahead.' Neither the words nor the thoughts
were ever mine. I have never believed ' any useful pur¬
pose could b^ effected by it;' on the contrary, evil, aud
only evil; aud, so lar from saying 'go ahead,' h-»ve ever
insisted, mostearnestly.upona reversalot all such measures
as in conflict with the Constitution and tending only to evil.
And this, with all other radical measures, I stand with the
Democracy pledged to use all peaceful aud legitimate
me ids to correct. As the omissions and errors which I
have herein corrected would subject me to tbe charge of
making one speech inconsistent with every other of my
platform aud my whole life, I request you to give this a

place in your next issue."
Tbe following letter of the Hoo. Bhutus J. Clay, the

member elect from the district lately represented by Mr.
Crittenden, in accepting the nomination tendered to him
by tbe Urron Convention in the Seventh Congressional dis-
tr ct, sufficiently ascertains the political views of the
" Union Democracy
To the Voiertof the 7th ('ongrettioiial District.
In accepting the nomination by tbe Union Convention as

c*iul date for Congress in tbe Ashland district, in place of
the lamented Mr. Crittenden, it may be proper that I
should make a short statement of my political piinciplea in
regaid to tbe present crisis.

I am, and always b.»ve been, for tbe preservation of the
Constitution and the Union, and for tbe vigorous prosecu¬
tion of tb» war to subdue the rebellion which threatens
their overthrow. If elected, I will vote for the necessary
measures to carry on the war to the extent of the national
power and resources. To my mind, it would be far wiser
at once to acknowledge tbe success of the rebellion, ar.d
make a treaty for separation, than to insure its triumph
and the degradation of tbe loyal States by refu*ing to vote
tbe means of sustaining the military strength of the nation.
At the same time I am opposed to the policy of the Ad¬

ministration as to tbe abolition of slavery and tbe enlisting
< f slaves as soldiers, and while in tbe Stale Legislature I
voted for the various resolutions which were passed con-
demntng those measures.

But 1 do not regard revolution, or secession, or rubmis-
sion to the rebel ion, as the remedies for that evil policy,they being evils incomparably greater. The remedi s are
in the \ oion, and under the Constitution and laws,
through the Legislatures and Judicial tribunals. Should
the Union be restored, it would be for the courts of the
Hlave States to decide upon tbe legal effects of the Presi-
dmt s proclamation of emancipation.Until the Union Hhall be restored, tbe rebels, while de¬
predating upon tbe commerce of the loyal citizens on the
ocean, and upon the property of the citizens of Kentucky,Missouri ani other loyal States, iri their predatory raids,j cannot rightfully complain that their property in slaves is
tot respected more than other property by the armies of
the Union, I am not and hare never been iu favor of eroan-
ci pat ion, either gradua1, immediate, or compensated1 was a member or the Union Convention which assem¬bled in Louisville iu March last, and voted for tbe nlat-form of principles they adopted, and intend, so f»r as theyapply, to l»n guided by them, ahould I be honored with a
seat in Congress.

I should hail with joy any disposition manifested by thepeople of the rebellious States, or any of them, to return
in good faith, to their lawful allegiance ; and in that event
would support all measures to facilitate the resumption of
all their rights and privileges under the Constitution.

In tlie»hort period before the election it will be impossi bio for me to visit the various counties in the district, or
t<> see but few of the voters ; but if time allowed it would
afford me plessure to defend and sustain my position be¬
fore you in public discission. As tbia cannot take place,
I thought it better that you ahould fully aud fairly under-
atand my principle a than the argument and reasons by
which they are sustained.

JiRUTIS J. Cj-AV.

THE NEW YORK DRAFT..IMPORTANT COR¬
RESPONDENCE.

GOVERNOR SEYMOUR'S LETTER.

State op New Yokk, Executive Department,
Albany, August 3, 1863.

To the President of the United State*.
Sir : At uiy request a number of peraoua have culled

upon ynu with re»pect to the draft in tbia State, more pur
tit ularly Ha it affected the citiea of New York and Brook¬
lyn. To avoid misapprehension I deem it proper to atate
my viewa and wiahea in writing
Aa the draft waa one of the cauaes of tbe late riot in tbe

city of New York, and aa that outbreak has been urge J
by aome aa a reason for ita immediate execution in tbat
ciiy, it ia proper that I abould apeak of that ereut. At
tbe morneut when the militia of the c.ty were abaent in

pursuance of your request, and when the forcea of the
General Government were withdrawn from ita fortifica-
tiona, leaving it d fenceless against any attack from abroad
or from riot within ita limits, the Provoat Marabal com¬
menced the draft, without coi aultatiou with the authori-
tiea of the State or of the city.
Tbe h-trah measure of raising troops by compulaiou has

heretofore been avoided by tbis Government, and ia now
reaorted to from tbe belief, on ita part, tbat it is Decen¬

nary for tbe support of our arma. I know you will auree
with me that justice and prudence alike demand that this
lottery for life abould be conducted with the utmont fnir-
neaa at d cpenneaa, ao tbat all may know that it ib impar¬
tial and equal in its operations. It ia the right of every
citizen to be assured that in all public tranaactiona there
ia atriot impartiality. In a matter ao deeply affecting the
persona and happiness of our people this is called for by
every conaideratii n.

I am happy to say that in many of the districts iu this
State the enrolled lists were publicly exhibited, the names
were placed in the wheels from wh ch they were to be
drawu in the presence of men of different purties and of
known integrity, and the drawings were conducted in a

manner to avoid suspicion of wrung. As the ei.rollineuts
are made in many iu«tai>ces by persons uuknowu to the
public, who are affected by their actions and wbo have no
voice in their selection, care should be taken to prove the
correctness of every t-tep. Unfortunately, this was not
done in the district of New York, where the drawing com¬
menced. The excitement caused by this unexpected draft
led to an unjustifiable attack upou the enrolling officers,
which ultimately grew into the moat destructive ri«t known
in the history of our country. Disregard for law, and the
dinresrect for judicial tribunals, produced their uatural re¬
sults of robbery and arson, accompanied by murderous
outrages upon a helpless race; and for a time the very ex¬
istence cf the commercial metropolis of our country was
threatened.

In the sad aud humiliating history of this event, it is
gratifying that the citizens of New York, without material
aid from the Statu or nation, were able of themselves to
put down this dangerous insurrection. I do not underrate
the value of the sorvices rendered by the military or naval
i fflcers of the General Government who were stationed
in that city; for tlie public are under great and lasting ob¬
ligations to them lor their courage, their skill, and their
wise and prudent counsels But they had at their com¬
mand onl) a haiwful of Government troops, who, alone,
were entirely unequal to the duty of defending the vast
amount of national property which was eudttngered.
The rioters were subdued by the exertions of the city

offic als, civil and military, the people, the police, and a

sinill body of only twelve hundred men, composed equally
of the State and national forces, wbo availed themselves of
the able advice aud direction of the distinguished military
men to whom I have alluded. It gives a gratifying assur¬

ance of the ability of the greatest city of our continent to
ma<nta n otder in its midst, uuder circumstances so d sad-
vantageous, against an uprising so unexpected, and hav ng
its origin in questions deeply exciting to the minds of the
great masses of its population. The return from the war
of some of the New York militia regiments rrstorrd peace
and security to the city. I ordered' troops from different
parts of our State, but I could not get them to the city
before the riot was quelled. Neither could the General
Government give any substantial aid ; it could not even
man its own forts, nor bad it the meatus to protect its own
aisenal and navy yard agaii.st any of the vessels which, at
that t me, were engaged burniug the ships of our merchants
almost within sight of our coast. For a time these very
fortifications were the chief danger to the harbor of New
Yoik. One thousand men could have seized them all and
have u»ed their aimaments for the destruction of its ship¬
ping and of the city itself.
At the time that this riot took place I was engaged with

Senator Morgan and Comptroller Robinson, of this State,
ou the subject of harbor defi nceg. ) placed under the di¬
rection of Gen. Wool the uuorgauized bodies of national
volunteers s ill uuder my command ; and I also ordered
bod es of the militia from tbe interior of New York into
the fortifications, to be under his control, and I made ar¬

rangements with biiu for tbeir rec-pti m ; but on tbe 12th
instant, tbe day before the not broke out, I wus reques'ed
by Gen. Wool to countermand niy orders directing the
militia to proceed to the harbor of New York The reason
f< r this, I understand, is that tbe rules of the service or
tbe laws of the United States do not permit the War De¬
partment to accept of the services of troops for special or

qualified purpose-*- The inability of tbe Government, at
ttat moment to defend its forts or public property, or to
g ve a i> substantial assistance in putting down n riot while
tbe militia of tbe city were supporting the* national cause
in another field will best be shown by the following lettpr,
which was communicated to my associates, Messrs. Mor¬
gan and Robinson, and to myself the week before these
outrages occurred:

Headquarters Department or the Fast,
A'tie York City, June 30, lbt'3.

His Exce'lency Horatio Seymour,
Governor of the S ate of N«i *r York

SiR: Allow me to call your attention to the defouceless
condition of tbe city. 1 have onlv five hundred and tiity men
to garrison eight forts. One-half of these cannot be called
artillerists, being very imperfectly instructed in any part of
the artillery duty. The Itiauoke is oidered to proceed to
Ilampt n Roads, leaving no vessel of war in the harbor or
at tbe dep t that could be available in 1 ss than ten days.
1 he militU of this city aud Brooklyn have either been or a e

being sent to pro:ect aud defetid Pennsylvania, who is now

paying dear for neglecting to take care of herself by guard-
ing her frontier.
Is it wise for New York to follow her example by neglect-

ing to protect the city of New York, t'»e ui e»u emporium of
tbe cnunry, and of more importance at the present moment
to the G >veinment than all other cities under itsoontrol ? Jf
I had a stifikient number of m. n to man onr guns I might
protect the citr from oidinarv ships of war, but not from
iron-c'ad steamers. In onr pieieDt condition, from want of
meu to man our guns, the Alabama, or any other vessel of
her class, might, without f«nr of injury, enter onr harbor aud
in a tew hourB destroy oi e hundred millions of property.I havq done all in my power to guard against iLe present
condition of the city, but I have thus far been nnsnccesstul.
I have called the aiun ion of the Mayor, as well as others,
again and again to the defenceless condition of the city. The
Mayor can do but little, from the f«ct that the militia have
been ordered to defend Penney v.una. We ought to have
one or two iron clad steamers Hnd several gunboats to guard
tbe harbor. These, with meu to man the gons of our forts,
would be sufficient to protect and defend tb« c ty.
The company of aitillery raised for the forts in this har¬

bor, which I reqnested vour Excellency to tnrn over to me,
has been sent to PennsyWinia. The oondition of the city is
an iuvitation to rebels to make the eff <rt to assail it.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient
servant, John E. Wool, Major General.
While this deplorable riot has brought disgrace upon the

great city in which it occurred, it is due to the character
of its p< pulntion to say that they were able to put it down
without aid from any other quarter; to save their pity, and
to rescue their own and the Government property from
the violenc- of a mob, at a critical moment, when they had
sent tbeir armed men to save tbe National Capital from
falling into tte hands of hostile arms. For this patriotic
service they have already received your thanks and the
gratitude of the nation.
However much we may denounce and deplore the »io-

lence of bad or misguided men, It would be alike unjust
and ungrateful to urge the execution of the draft in any
spirit of rtaentinent, or to show any unwillingness to see
that tbe most e* ict justice is observed in the election of
the measure, aud in fixing tbe amount of the quotas. I
am sure you will unite with me iu repelling any' counsels
sugg sted by excited passions or partisan prejudices. For
you have on more than one occasion warmly acknowledged
the generous and patriotic promptitude with which the
c:ty 'of New York has responded to call* made upon it by
you in moments of sudden peril.
The act of Congress providing for the conscription di¬

rects that, in determining the quota of men to b* furnished
by each State, regard shall be bad to the number of volun¬
teers and militia furui-hed by them respectively since the
commencement of the present rebellion, and that Ibey
shall be so assigned as to equalize the number among the
districts of the Severn I States, allowing for th'se alreadyfurnished and for the time of their service. I believe that
New York is the only Atlantic State, save kbode Island,
which has furnished her full quota heretofore, and has also
furni bed a surplus, which entitles her to a credit uponthe present draft.
But the statement made at the office of the Provoit

Marshal General at Washington, of tbe amount of tbia
credi does not sgree with that claimed at the office of the
Adjutant General of thia Stale. I do not doubt the impar¬tiality of Col. Fry, and I believe that the d fTer. nee of
these statements can be reconc led if an opportunity ia
g.ven to compare the recerds of tbe two offic-rs. ] ask
that this may be done. After a careful examination I am
»ati'fied that the quotas now demanded from the Congres¬sional districts in New York and King's county are glar-ir g'y unjust. Either the names enrolled in thosn districts
greatly exced tbe true numbers, or the enrollments inother parts of the 8'ate are grossly defic ent. 1 he practi¬cal injustice will be 'he same in either cise If regard iah-wl to the nnmbera heretofore sent from the ,..ra| distiicts, the records of our Ht*te show that New York andBrooklyn have furnished more than their proportionI he.e records were carefully kept under the adm.nistratinn of Governor Morgan If the quotas now fi.,.,1,r,rrr" to lhe "uoibeni enrolled iZysuffer double wrong, for they do pot get a due creJH for

tint put. Mid the enrollments ate decisive m compared
with other seotious of the State.

I send you tablet* which show these results, and I will
alto state here a few facta: The quota for the Fourth
Congregional District, with a population of 131,844, is
5861. That fixed upon the Fifteeuth Congressional Dis¬
trict, with a population <>( 132.2:12, ia only *2t>0 The
quota upon the last-named district should exceed that of
tiie city district, for the oensus returns show that there is
a larger population of females and ot aliens iu the cily of
New York than iu the country. Ii the comparison is made
by the number of voters instead of the population, taking
the last eleotion, when the vote was very full, it will be
seen tbat the call upon the city district is 5881, upon a
vote of 12,363. while upon the country district it is only
2260 upon a vot>- of 23,165 Iu two adjoining districts in
tte city of Brooklyn the discrepancies are equally striking.
In that represented by Mr. Odell, wih a population of
132,242, the quota is 2697. Iu the t>djoiiiiug district, re¬
presented by Mr.Kalbilehcb,withapopulationof 151,951,
it is 4146, yet the voter* are in Mr. Odell's district 16,421,
and in that of Mr. Kalbfl 'iacb, 15,967.
Tbe draft, as at preaeut pioposed, will throw upon the

eastern portion of the State, comprising le»s than one-
third of the Coogressional districts, more than one-half of
the burdena of the conecriptioD. This is partioulaily un*

just towarda New York and Brooklyn, for they (have not
oi ly furnished their full proportions heretofore, without
couutiug the number they have given to the navy of tbe
country, but they have been tbe recruiting . grounds of
otber States, and constant complaints are now made that
Ngents from other States are now employed for tbat pur¬
pose within those cities, and are hiring persons there to
act as substitute*, thus reducing still more tbe number of
persons who will be compt lied to meet this undue demand,
which obliges them to leave their families and their homes,
and to peril tbeir lives, if tbey are less fortunate than
others iu their ability to pay the sum Axed as a eomuiuta-
tion. I earnestly request tbat you will direct that the en¬

rolling officers »hall submit to the State authorities tbeir
lixts, and tbat an opportunity shall be given to me, as Go¬
vernor of this Htate, and to other proper State officials, to
look into the fairness of these proceedings. Juatice to
the enrolling officers, to the honor and dignity of the
Government, to the people, who are so deeply [affected,
and t» the public tranquillity, demands tbat the suspicion*
which are entertained shall be removed if they are un¬
founded.

It is just to add that the Administration owes this to it¬
self, as these inequalities fall mo«t heavily npon those dis¬
tricts which have been opposed to its political views. I
am sure tbat this fact will strengthen your purpose to see
that justice is done. The enrollments are only completed
in about one-half of tbe districts. The ret-ults were sent
to me at Intervals during tbe month of July, but were
only recently received by me, in consequence of my ab¬
sence at the city of New York.

I am confident tbat you will agree with me that the
public in'erest in every re»pect will be promoted by
affording tbe fullest evidence of the faithfulness and im¬
partiality with which the conscription is conducted. In
tbe mean while large numbers are availing themselves of
tbe bounties <if-red by the State and National Govern¬
ments, and are voluntarily enlisting, thus mitigating the
distress which a compulsory draft necessarily carries into
tbe homes of our people. Th« Stale of New Yt rk offers
liberal bounties to those who enlist.

I believe it will be found that the abandonment of volun¬
tary enlistmeut for a forced conscription will prove to be
unfortunate as a policy; that it wilt not secure either eq
many or bo effective men as tbat system which one year
since gave to this Government the largest army ever raised
within so short a space of time by the voluntary action of
any people.

I do not propose to discuss iu this connexion the reasons

why the people withhold the support heretofore so cheer-
ful<y rendered. Hereafter I shall make tbat tbe subject
of another communication. But, assuming it to be due to
tbe exhaustion of the number of those able to bear arms,
it would only proved how heavily the new demand falls
upon the productive interest and labor of our country,
and it makes another reason why th» heavy burden of tbe
comcription should be tempered by every act calculated
to remove uuspici >ns and to allay excitement. Above all, it
tbould induce every effort to g«t voluntary enlistment^,
which fall less heavily upon tbe domestic happine^a and
business arrangements of ouf citijsens. I ask tbat tbe draft
may be suspended in tbis State, as has been done else¬
where, until we shall learn the results of recruiting which
Is uow actively going on throughout tbe State, and particu¬
larly in tfae city of New York.

I am advised tbat large numbers are volunteering.
Whatever credit shall hereafter be allowed to this State,
it is ceitain that there is a balance in it« favor. It is but
just tbat tbe delinquent States should make up their defi¬
ciency before New York, which has so freely and gene-
rouxly responded to tbe calls of the Government, shall be
refused the opportunity to continue lta voluntary supportof tbe armies of the Union.
There is another point which frequently excites the pub¬lic mind, which ban been brought to your atteution by per¬

sons from this and other bt.ites. Our people have been
taught tbat laws must be upheld and respected at every cost
and sacrifice; that tbe" Couscriptiou Aot," which demauds
their persons and perhaps their lives, must be promptlyobeyed, because it is a statute of our Government.
To support the msj-aty of law, a million of men have

gone forth from Northern homes to tbe battle fields of the
Mouth; more than three hundred thousand have been laid
in bloody graves, or have perifhed in lingering disease.
Tbe guilt of the rebellion consists in raising an armed hand
against constitutional or legal obligations. The soldier
who has giyen up his life, the capitalist who has contri¬
buted his treasure, tbp mpchanjc and the l«b»rpr who
havts paii to the tax-gather the enrnings o( their toil, have
cheerfully made these sac ifices, became they saw in tbe
power of laws not only obligations to <>bed:ei>ce, but pro¬
tection to their rights, to tbeir persons, a id to their homes.
It is tbis protection which alone gives value to govern-
fpent.

It ia bslieved by at least one-half of the per ple of the
Loyal States that the consciiption ac, which they are
called upon to ob. y because it stands upon the s-atuto
book, i« in itiielf a violation of the supreme constitutional
law. There is a fear and suspicion that, while they are
threatened with the severest penalties of the law, they are
to be deprived of its protection. In the minds of the
American people the duly of obedience and the ri^ht to
protection are inseparable. If it is, therefore, proposed on
the one hand to exact obedience at the p< int of the bayo¬
net, and, up>n the other hind, to abut off by military powerall approach to our judipul tribunal*, and to deny redress
for wrongs, we have reason to fear the most ruinous re
tulta. These disasters may be produced as well by bring¬
ing laws into contempt, and by a destruction of respect for
the decisions of couifs, as by open resistance. This Go¬
vernment and our people have more to fear from an ac-
qu eacei.ce in the disorganizing teaching that war sus
peuds their legal rights or de«troys their legal remedy,
than tbey have to fear from resistance to the doctiiue that
measures can be enforced without regard to the decisions
ofjudicial tiibunala. The refusal of government to give
protection excites citizens to disobedience

1 he successful execution of the conscription act de¬
pends upon the settlement, by judicial tribunal*, of its con¬

stitutionality. With such decisions In its (avor it will have
a bo'd upon the public respect and deference, which it now
lacks. A refusal to aubmit it to this test will be regarded
as evidence that it wants legality and binding force. A
measure so unusual in the history of this country, which
jars s<> harshly with those ideas of voluntary action which
have so long prevailed in this community, and which have
been so conspicuous in the conduct of this war, should go
forth with all the sanctions of every Department of our
Government.the Legislative, the Executive, and the Ju¬
dicial. With such sanction it would overcome the hostility
which it naturally creates in the minds of the people, cou-
ec ous of their patiioiiam and jeahi)* of their rights. I
earnes ly urge that the Government interpose no obstruc¬
tions to the earl est practicable judicial decision upon thia
point Our accustomed procedure gives to our citicena
the light to bring all questions afT-cting personal liberty or

compulsory service, in a direct and mmmary manner, to
the judges and courts ol the State or nation. The decisions
which wou'd thus naturally be rendered within a b.ief pe¬
riod, and, after full and ample discussion, would make
such a current ofjudicial opinion as would satisfy the pub¬
lic mind tbat the aot ia either valid or void.
The right of the Government to enforce military service

in any other mode than that pointed out by the Constitu¬
tor! cannot be entabliahed by a violent enforcement of the
atatute. It muat be determined ultimately by the judiciary.
It should be determined in advance of an enforc-ment
which muat ba destructive of so many Uvea. It would be
a cruel mockery to withhold such deci-ion until after the
irremediable injury of its execution upon those who are
unable to pay the sum demanded in lieu of their persons.
Thue who are able to commute might have their reme¬
dy by recovery of the money paid In commutation.
No evils are to be feared if the law should be pro

noiinced unconstitutional. The tubmiasion of thia Go¬
vernment to the decisions of our court* would give it a
new and stronger hold upon the public confidence; it
would add new vigor to our system of government, and it
would call forth another exhibition of voluntary offerings
of men and treasure, to uphold an Administration which

* This statement shows the population, the number to
be drafted, and the numbers of voters in the several Con-
gr< ssional Districts in which enrollments have been com¬
pleted, and of which reports have been made to this office
up to the :td day of August, I8f»3:
Congrr.ttional Vote ofDistricts. Population. Draft. 18fi2.

29ib114 556 I,7b7 2.',097
I7tti 114.5 .'6 1,838 17,882231 J 10,980 2,1'88 22 53»

28th129,365 2,0; 5 21 ,<"26
15th132,23* 2,260 23.166
27th135,188 2,416 25,601
30th141,971 2,539 21,385

NEW YORK AND HROOKLYM DISTRICTS.
3d132,242 2,697
2d151,951 4,14615 J.

6th.. 117.148 4,631 >2,777
8th 175,<198 4,892»J»5

4th131,864 5,881 l-i,363

should Ihui defend and re«j*ct tbe ri*hu of the |*opl«.
The spirit of lawlessness iu our land would be rebuked;
respect lor legal obligations would be invigorated; confi¬
dence in our Government would be strengthened tbe
dissensions and jealousies at the North, which now weaken
our cause, would at once be bealed up, aud your voice
would be potential in calling forth tbe power and f irce of
a united people. 13y what willing strength has done in
the past you may foresee what williug and united strength
may accomplish in tbe future. It cannot be aaid of New
York.I believe it cannot be aaid of auy Northern State-
that if the oonscriptinn act be declared unconstitutional
tbe natiou ia thereby abandoned to weakness and paralysis.
Be assured, such a fate can never befall a Government
which represents tbe convictions of tbe people, whicb
works with tbe spirit and provisions of the Constitution.
It is no more possible, under »uob circumstauces, that the
nation should be left in helplessuejs, than that tbe strong
man's arm should refuae to obey bis will. If thia bill,
whicb stands on tbe assumed right of Congress to pans
auch an act, aball fall to the ground, there is still left
the undisputed authority to call forth the armed power of
tbe uation in the manner distinctly set forth iu tbe Consti¬
tution of our country.

I do not dwell upon what I believe would be the conse-

queuce of a violent, harsh policy before the constitution¬
al ty of the act is tented. You cm scan the immediate
future as well as I. Tbe temper of the people to day you
can readily learn by consulting, as I have done, with men
of all political parties, and of every profession and occu¬

pation The nation's strength is in the bands of tbe peo¬
ple. Es range them, divide them, and the foundations fall,
the structure inurt perish.

I am coufident you will feel that acquiescence in my re¬

quests will be but a small concession tor our Government
to make to our people; and particularly that it should as¬
sure itself and them of the accordance of its subordinate
laws with the Bupreme law of the land. It will be but a
little price to pay for tbe pence of tbe public mind. It
will abate nothing from the dignity, nothing from the sove¬

reignty of tbe uation, to show a just regard for tbe majesty
of the laws, and a paternal iuterest in ttie wishes aud wel¬
fare of our citizens. Truly yours, &c.

HORATIO SEYMOUR.

THE PRESIDENT'S REPLY.
Executive Mansion,

Washington, August 7, 1863.
His Excellency Horatio Seymouk, Governor of N. Y.:
Your communication of the 3d instant has been receivtd

aud attentively considered.
I cannot consent to suspend the draft in New York as

you request, because, among other thiugs, time is too im¬
portant.
By the figures you send, which I presume are correct,

tbe twelve districts represented fall into two classes, of
eight aud four respectively. Tbe disparity of the quotas
for the draft in these two classes is certainly very striking,
being tbe difference between an average of 2,200 in one clans
and 4,864 in the other Assuming tbat the districts are

equal one to another in entire population, as required by
tbe plan on which they were made, this disparity is such
as to require attention. Much of it, however, 1 suppose
will be accounted for by the fact that so many more per¬
sons fit for soldiers are in the city than are iu tbe country
who have too recently arrived from other parts of the
United States and from Europe to be included in the cen¬
sus of 1860, or to have voted in le62. Still, making due
allowance for this, I am yet unwilling to stand upon it as
an entirely sufficient explanation of the great disparity.

I shall direct the draft to proceed in all the district*,
drawiug, however, at first from each of the four districts,
to wit: the Second, Fourth, Sixth,and Eighth,only2,200,
being tbe average quota of the other cla->s. After this
drawing these four districts, and also the Seventeenth and
Twenty-ninth, shall be carefully re-enrolled, and, if you
please, agents of yours may witness every step of the pro¬
cess. Any deficiency which may appear by the new en¬
rollment will be supplied by a special dra't for that object,
allowing due credit for volunteers who ra*y be obtained
from these districts respectively during tbe iuterval. And
at all points, so far as consistent with prac ical convenience,
due credit will be given for voluoteers, and your Excel¬
lency shall be notified of tbe time fixrd for commencing
the draft in each district

I do not object to abide a decision of the United States
Supreme Court, or of the Judges thereof, on tbe constitu¬
tionality of the draft law. In fact, I shall be willing to
facilitate the obtaining of it, but I cannot consent to lose
the time while it is being obtained. We ^re contending
with an enemy, wi)o, as 1 understand, drives every able-
bodied man be can reach into his rauks, very much as a
butcher drives bullocks into a slaughter pen. No time is
wasted, no argument is used. This produces an army
which will soon turn upon our now victorious soldiers,
al.eady in the field, if tbfly shall uot be sustained
by recruits us they should be. It produces an army
with a rapidity not to be matched on our side, if we first
waste time to re-experimeut with the volunteer system,already deemed by Congress, aud palp&ttty iu 'act, so far
exhausted as to be inadequate; aud then more time to
obtain a court decision as to whether a law is constitu¬
tional which requires a part of those not now iu tbe ser
vice to go to tbe aid of those who are already in it; and
still more time to determine with absolute certainty tq&t
we get those who are to go iu the precisely lagai propor¬tion to those who are not to go.
My purpose is, to be in my action just and constitutional,

and yet practical, iu performing the important duty with
which 1 am charged, of maintaining the unity aud the free
principles of our common country.Your obedient servant, A. LINCOLN.

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENCE.

LETTER FROM GOV. SEYMOUR.
Albany, August 8, 186'J.

To the President of the United Slates:
I received your communication of the 7th instant this

day.
While I recognise the concessions you make, I regret

your refusal to comply with my requ t>t to have the dralt
in tbia State suspended until it can be ascertained if the
enrollments are made in accordance with the law of Con¬
gress, or with the principles of justice. 1 know that our
army needs recruit*, and for this and other reasons I regret
a decision which stands in the way ot a prompt and cheerful
movement to fill up the thinned ranks of our regiments.
New Yoik has never paused in its eff »rts t send volun¬

teers to the assistance of our gallunt soldiers in the fi-ld.
It has not only met every call heretofore made (while everyother Atlantic and the New England bt-ites, except Rhode
Island, were delinquent,) but it continued liberal boun
ties to voluuteers wtien all efforts were suspended in manyother quarters Active exertions are now made to or¬
ganize the new aod fill up the old regiments. These exer¬
tions will'be more successful it the drafc were suspended,and much better men than reluctant conscripts would
join oar trmies.
On me 7th instant I advised you by letter that I would

furnish ihe strongest proof of the injustice, if n>t fraud,
in the enrollment in certain districts. 1 now send you a
full report made to me by Judgn Advocate Waterbuiy.1 am confident when you have read it that you will agr.with me that the honor of the nation and of your adminis¬
tration demands that the abu«es it points out should be
correo:ed and punished.
You say that we are contending with an enemy who, as

you understand, " drives every able-bodied man ho can
reach into the ranks veiy much as a butcher drives bullocks
into a slaughter pen." You will agree wiih me that even
this, if impartiality done to all classes, is mure tolerable
than any scheme which shall fraudulently force a portionof the community into military service by a dishonest per¬
version of the law.
You will see by the report of Mr. Waterbury that there

is no theory which can expla n or justify the enrollment
in this State. I wish to call your attention to the tables
on pages 5, C, 7, and 8, which show that in nine Con¬
gressional districts, in Manhattan, Long and Statin
Islands, the number of o<>n«oripts called tor is 33,729,while in nineteen other districts tbe number of corncr.ptscalled for is only 3!t,(>26. Tbu dralt is to be made from
tbe first class, those btwe-n tie ages <>f twenty mid
thirty-five. It appears by the census of 1 -<00 that in the
first nine Congieasiopsl districts there Here )(>4,707 malrs
between twenty and th rty-five; they are oalled uponto supply 33 729 conscripts In the other nineteen dis¬
tricts, with a popula ion of males betwean twenty and
thirty-five of 270,786, only 6'J,(j2fl are demanded.
Again, to show tbe partisan character of the enrollmeit,

you will find on the twenty-first page of the military re¬
port, that in the first nine Congressional districts the total
vote of I860 was |f>| 2411. The number of conscripts n iw
demanded is 33,799. In the nineteen other districts the
total vote was 4.'>7,2.r>7. Yet these districts are called
upon to furnish ouly 39,696 drafted men. Each of the
nine districts gave msjorliies in fivor of one political
party, and each ol the nineteen districts gave msjorities
in favor of the other party.Yon cannot and will not fail t<> rlglitth-se gross wrongs.

Truly yours, HOKATIO SkYMOUli.

REPLY OF THE PRESIDENT.
Executive Mansion,

Waihington, Augutt 11, 1863.
His Excellency Horatio SevMptm, Governor New York:

Yours of the 8th, with Judge Advocate General Water¬
bury's report, wss received to-day.

Asking you to remember that I consider time as being
very important, both to the general cause of the country
and to tbe soldiers already in tbe field, I beg t<> remind
you that I waited, at your request, Irom the 1st to the fith
instant, to receive your communication dated the ltd. In
view of its great length and tbe known time and apparent
care taken in its preparation, I did not doubt that it con¬
tained your full cafe as you desired to present it. It con¬
tained figures tor iwelve districts, omitting tbe other nine¬
teen, as I supposed, because you found nothing to com¬
plain of as to them. I answered accordingly. In doing
so I laid down the piinoiple to which 1 propose adhering,which is, to profitd with the draft, at the same time em¬
ploying infallible means to avoid any great wrongs.

' With th« communication received to«<Ujr you Mod flftir#*for twenty-eight districts, including the twelve Milt before
and still omittiug three, for which I suppose the eoroll
merits are not yet received. In looking over the fuller l#l
of tweuty-eigbt diatriota, I find that the quotaa for sixteen
of tbeui are above 2,000 and below 2.700, while of the real
six are above 2,700 and aix are below 2,0C0. Applying
tre piiuciple to iheae new facta, the filth and aeventh dia
triors must be added to the four in which the quotaa have
a Toady bteu reduced to 2,200 for the firat droit, and with
th> ae four olbera muet be added to thoae to be re-enrolled
The correct cane will then ataud: The quotaa of the

second, fourth, fifth, sixth, aeveuth, aud eighth diatriota
fixed at 2,200 for the firat'dratt.
The Provost Marahal General informs me that the draw

ing ia already completed in the aixteenth, seventeenth
eighteenth, twonty-aecoud, twenty-aixih, twenty-sevenths
twenty-eighth, twenty -ninth, aud thirtieth diatriota. Iu
the other*, except the three outstanding, the drawing will
be made upon the quotas as now fixed.

After the firat draft, the aecond, fouith, fifth, aixth,
seventh, eighth, aixteeutb, seventeenth, twenty-first, twen¬
ty fifth, twenty ninth, and thirty-firat will be re-enrol(ed
lor the purpose aud in the munuer stated in my letter of
the 7th instant.
The aau.e principle will be applied to the now outataud*

ing district* when they shall come jo.
No part of my former letter ia repudiated by reason of

not being re stited in this, or for any other cause.
Your obedient servant,

A. LINCOLN.

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL AND THE NEGRO
REGIMENTS.

Ouf readers have seen it announced in a great many
pluces end iu a great many ways that Adjutant General
Thi'inas has again proceeded on " a tour to the South¬
west to organize more ueg o regiments." During hia
former tour on the same errand be visited many posts and
made many speeches to different regiments, but, if we may
trust the concurrent accounts of the Chicago Times and
of the Boston Commonwealth, be did not succeed ia en¬

listing as many hundreds of negroes as he was represented
to have enrolled thousands " Skeleton regiments" were
formed but tbey were not filled for a want of material to
fill them. The Cincinnati Commercial, an Administration
paper, comments as follows on the reiterated announce¬
ment that Af^jutint General Thomas "isgeing West to
organize more negro regiments

" We do not wish to obtrude advice, bat we do wish to
suggest, in the kindliest manner in the world, to the Ad¬
jutant General, that his eloquence is ' played out.' The
troops at all the landings along the Mississippi river
have heard him as often as profitable. They do not wish,
in the future, to stand in hollow squares and hear his dis¬
course on ' that unfortunate race.' Several of them
know rs much about that unfortunate race as be does.
Then it is not worth while for him to tell every body be
meets th.it the President has vested in him the fullness of
authority.that, in fact, he is to be obeyed just as impli¬
citly as if he wore the President's own pantaloons; that
he can make aud unmake Major Generals, aud all that sort
of thing. We are willing to recognize the fact that Adju¬
tant General Thomas is a great man, and has veiy great
authority, if he will stop talking about it.

" We trust that the Adjutant Geueral will succeed io
organizii g, arming, clothing, and dr.li ng one hundred
thousand contrabands. But if he succeeds in doing it, he
must talk less and work more Since wo are embarked in
the business of raising black troops, the mote we have of
th-m the better, and the quicker wo get them the better.
There is a fine field for employing them along the Missis¬
sippi river. They would answer admirably to perform
garrison du'y in localities unhealthy for white men, and
they wou'd do well to bunt down guerrillas in the swamps.
It has also been shown at Port Hudson, Milliken's Bend,
and Fort Wagner, that black troops will face the music
in a henvy fi^ht, and charge batteries with oreditublo
bravery, if not with distinguished success. Success to
Adjutant General Thomas iu getting up an army of
< ne hundred thousand negroes . But we have a bint to
drop into the ear of the Adjutant General. It is none of
bis buxiners whether white soldiers approve or disapprovethe ' fixed policy' concerning the negroes. It is no
breach of discipline lor a body of troops to refuse to givecheers lor whatever the Adjutant General may call lor;
and if he told the truth in his phonographicalty reported
sick-bed speech, of ibe manner in which he treated a
regiment when he was first out West, because some of the
meu did not give three cheers when he called for them, be.
was guilty of a very serious, indiscreet and unofficer-like
act. TLe Adjutant General, great as he is individually,
and mighty as he is, clothed with immeasurable authority,
could not d > any tbiug that would become him more, and
be of greater profit to his country, than to eoucentrate hia
powers upon the performance ot the legitimate busiuesa
in which he is engaged.

ADDRESS OF GEN. JEFF. DAVIS.

The Richmond Examiner of the 5th instant contains the
following address of Gen. Jefferson Davis to the " Soldiers
of the Confederate States
ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT TO THE SOLDIERS OF THE

CONFEDERATE STATES.
Afcer more than two years of a warfare scarcely equal¬led in the number, magnitude, and fearful caruage of ita

battles; a warfare in which your courage and fortitude
have illustrated your country and attracted not only grati¬tude at home, but admiratiou abroad, your enemies conti¬
nue a at niggle iu which our final triumph must be inevi¬
table. Unduly elited with their recent succ sses, theyimagine that temporary reverses can quell your spirit or
nun Be jour dete rumiation, Rod they are uow gathering
heavy mat boh for a general invasion in the vain hope that
by a desperate t ffori cucct m uiay at length bo reached.
You know too well, my countrymen, what they mean

by success. Tu ir malignant rage aims at nothing leg*
thftii the exterminate u ol yourselves, your wives and chil¬
dren. They seek (o destroy what they cannot plunder.They propose as the spoils of victory that your horues shall
be partitioned among ;he wretches whose atrocious cruel¬
ty have stamped infamy on their Government. They de¬
sign to incite servile insurrection and light the fires of in-
ceu.liarism whem ver they can reach your homes, and theydebauch the iuferior race, heretofore docile and contented,
by promising in dulgence of the vilest passions as the priceof treachery Contcious of their inability to prevail bylegitimate warfare, not daring to make peace lest theyshould be huiled from their seats of power, the men who
now rule in Waslington reluse even to confer on the sub¬
ject of putting an end to outrages which disgrace our age,
or to list u to a sugges ion for o inducting the war accord¬
ing to the usages ot civilization.
"Fell >w citizens no alternative is left you but victory or

subjugation, slavery and the utter ruin of yourselves, yourfamilies, nnd your country. The victory is within yourreach. You need but stretch forth your bands to graap it.
For i Ins and all that it necessary is that those who are
called to the field by eveiy motive that can move the hu¬
man heart, should promptly repair to the post of duty,should stand by th -ir comrade.* now in frout of the foe,and thui so strengthen the aimies of the Confederacy as
t» ensure success. The men now absent from their postswould, if present in the field, suffice to create numerical 4
equality between our force and tbat of the invaders; and
wbeo, with any approach to such equality, have we failed
to be victorious ? I believe that but few of those absent
are actuated by unwillingness to serve their country; but
that many have found it difficult to resist the temptationof u visit to their homes and the loved ones from whom
they have been so long ieparated ; tbat others have left for
temporary aitentou to th< ir affairs with the intention of
returmug, and t icn have shrunk from th < consequences of
tlioir violation ol duty ; that others, again, have left their
posts from mere restlessness and desire of change, such
quieting tlie upbraiding* of bis conscience by p rsuadinghimself that h i individual services could have no influenoa
on the general re* nlfc
These and other causes (although far lets disgraoefulthan the desire to avoid danger, or to escape the sacrificesrequired by patriotism) ar.\ nevertheless, grievous faults,

ami place t .e cause of our beloved country, und of everything we hold dear, in imminent peril. I repeat that the
men who now owe duty to their country, who have beencalled out and have not yet reported for duty, or who bav»absented themselves from their posts, are sufficient innumber to secure a victory in th* struggle now impending.I call upon you tf.en, my Oountrymen, to hasten to yourcamp*, in obedience to the dicttte* of honor and of duty,and summon those who have absent. d themselves withoutleave or who have remained ab ent beyond the period al¬lowed by their furloughs, to repair without delay to their
respective commands, and 1 do hereby declare that I grant
a general pardon and amnesty to all officers and men with¬in the Confederacy, now absont without le^ve, who shall,with the least possible delay, return to their proper postsof duty, but no excuse will be received for any delay be¬
yond twenty days after the first publication of this procla¬mation in the State in which the absentee may be at thedat3 of this publication. Th a amnesty and pardon shall
extend to all who have been accused, or who have been
convicted and are undergoing sentence for absence with¬
out leave or desertion, excepting only those who have been
twice convicted of deserting.
Finally, Icon jure my countrywomen.the wives, mothers,sisters, aid daughters of the Confederacy.to use their

all-powerful influence in aid of this call, to add one crown¬
ing sacrifice to those which their patriotism has so fieelyand constantly offered on their country's altar, and to take
care that none who owe service in the field shall be shel¬
tered at h >me from the disgrace of having deserted their
duty to their families, to their eountry, and to their God.

Given under my hand and the seat of the Confederate
States, at Kichmond, this first day of Augnst, in the yearof our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three.

JEFFER80N DAVIS.
By the President:

J. F Bknjamin, Secretary of State.


